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ON CAMPUS

By Deb Silverthorn
Brothers from different mothers, 

the Zeta Beta Tau (ZBT) pledge class 
at UT-Austin has started the year 
steadfast and strong. ZBT’s 2009 
registry of 117 members includes 
47 pledges, 25 from Texas. Led 
by the freshman class president, 
Brian Saltzberg, this is the largest 
pledge class for ZBT in at least 15 
years and one of the biggest in the 
entire Greek system.

With more than 100 years at 
UT, ZBT has members majoring in 
all study areas including pre-med, 
pre-law, Plan II (honors), Busi-
ness Honors program, engineering 
and communications. Members 
of ZBT are active in organizations 
including Texas Cowboys, Silver 
Spurs, student government and the 
Interfraternity Council. Known 
for their philanthropic involve-
ment, the chapter that sponsors 
24th Street in Austin also supports 
groups including the March of 
Dimes, Dance Marathon and the 
Dell Children’s Miracle Network.

“I’m proud of the kids who keep 
the house growing. ZBT has been 
a part of my life for over 30 years. 
I’ve been in the weddings of my 
brothers and the b’nai mitzvah of 
their children and I do business 
with them too,” said Dan Prescott 
(ZBT/UT 1978–1982). He serves as 
an alumni co-advisor along with 
Todd Aaron and Robert Goldberg, 
and reports that four ZBT mem-
bers work in his offi ce. “Times are 
different … 47 kids want to be a 
part of the greatness that is ZBT, to 
embrace their Judaism, to recog-
nize there is a Shabbat, to want to 
be in a house that has a mezuzah 
on the door and that serves kosher 
food before the football games. 
Overall, to see them circle around 
their tradition and spirit is just so 
wonderful.”

Prescott added, “While Todd, 
Robert and I have advised the kids, 

and we’ve had the support of alum-
ni from even 40 and 50 years ago, 
the credit goes to them for know-
ing who they are. ZBT is a Jewish 
fraternity chapter, not a fraternity 
with Jews. These four years of life 
really do create your future.”

“Coming into ZBT, for me the 
decision was made based on the 
people I met,” said Omaha native 
David Sukiennik, the chapter’s 
president. Sukiennik, along with 
Dallas’ Daniel Levitt, Mike Robin-
owitz and Tyler Goldberg, Hous-
ton’s Myles Siegel and Chicago’s 
Trevor Mayer, served as a 2009 
rush captain. “In preparing for this 
year’s rush we met with alumni 
and prospective members in their 
home cities. During rush we had 
dinners, a back-to-school party 
and a bid dinner with all members 
of the house. I’m really happy with 
the outcome. The success of rush is 
a success for ZBT.”

“I had a lot of friends from Dal-
las in the house. Combined with 
the stories I’d heard about my dad 
[Artie Allen] and his ZBT days at 
the University of Alabama, I knew 
this was where I wanted to be,” 
said the freshman pledge class vice 
president, Nace Allen, one of two 
sophomores in the class. “With 47 

pledges, I wanted to 
be a part of the leadership in plan-
ning the meals, the mixers with 
have with sorority pledge classes 
and the information sessions where 
we learn about ZBT.”

“I grew up knowing and lov-
ing ZBT, all from the stories of 
my dad’s experience, and my own 
time here has been unbelievable. I 
wouldn’t change anything,” said 
Alex Prescott, 2008 rush co-captain, 
who has also served as a ZBT vice 
president. “When I came to UT, I 
wanted to meet and build relation-
ships with other Jewish students 
and to be identifi ed as a Jew. In the 
last four years I’ve made friendships 
with young men who have the same 
beliefs and values as me, and those 
friendships will a lifetime.”

ZBT shares many events and 
programs with both the campus’ 
Hillel, whom they assist with fund-
raising, and UT’s Chabad House, 
whose sukkah they help build each 
year. Recent renovations to the 
ZBT house included a new roof, 
swimming pool, outdoor pavilion, 
seven fl at screen plasma TVs, an 
indoor and outdoor sound system, 
wrought-iron fencing, a full-court 

basketball court with lighting and 
bleachers, new fl oors and revamp-
ing of the rooms that house 17 
members. As the renovations came 
to a close, Chabad’s Rabbi Zev 
Johnson posted a mezuzah on the 
ZBT door.

“We reached out to alumni to 
help with the renovation of the 
house and they came through,” 
said Todd Aaron (ZBT/UT 1980–
1984). “Renovations to the house, 

which took nine months and cost 
$750,000, we believe allow us to 
provide our young men, in the No. 
1 Jewish fraternity at UT, with a 
great house. When the incoming 
freshmen came by it was an easy 
decision. They see the benefi ts; they 
understand our commitment to 
education, our success through our 
sports trophy case [ZBT, which has 
won intramural Softball Champi-
onship for the past three years also 

ZBT pledge class at UT-Austin is largest in 15 years

UT-Austin’s ZBT house recently underwent $750,000 in renovations including a 
new roof, new fl ooring, a swimming pool, basketball court, refurbished living 
quarters and more.
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Rush captains for 
Z B T / U T - A u s t i n 
this year were (l-r): 
Daniel Levitt, David 
Sukiennik, Mike 
Robinowitz, Myles 
Siegel, Trevor Mayer 
and Tyler Goldberg.

“In ZBT, we want 

to share a great 

Jewish life for our 

sons, nephews and 

grandsons. This is 

just a springboard 

for years to come.”

Todd Aaron,
ZBT alumni co-advisor 

(ZBT/UT 1980-1984)


